
 

 
 
 

Zaltana Riverboat – Rio Negro 

Five Days. A Deeper Way Into The Amazon 

Journey from Manaus into the waterways, forests and communities of the Rio Negro 
aboard the Zaltana. 

Over five days, explore the Amazon from different perspectives — by riverboat, 
expedition canoe and on foot. Search for wildlife at first light, enter flooded forests, 
meet people whose lives are connected to the river and return each day to the 
comfort of your floating home. 

This is not a journey built around rushing from one attraction to another. It is 
designed around the natural rhythm of the Amazon. 

YOUR JOURNEY AT A GLANCE 

DAY 1 DAYS 2 & 3 DAY 4 DAY 5 

Manaus → Rio Negro Anavilhanas & 
Cuieiras River 

Life Along the Rio 
Negro 

Rio Negro → Manaus 

-Embarkation​
-Meeting of the Waters 
-First local encounter 

-Wildlife​
-Canoes​
-Rainforest walks​
-Night exploration 

-Riverside 
communities​
-Local knowledge​
-Wildlife 

-Final morning​
-Photography​
-Disembarkation 

Day 1 – From Manaus Into The Rio Negro 

The journey begins 

Your Amazon journey begins in Manaus, where your host welcomes you and 
accompanies you to the Zaltana. 

Step aboard, settle into your suite and meet the crew before gathering on deck. As 
navigation begins, the city gradually gives way to open water and the vast landscape 
of the Amazon. 

Along the way, witness the Meeting of the Waters, where the dark Rio Negro and 
sandy-coloured Amazon River flow side by side for several kilometres without 
immediately mixing. 
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Your first day also introduces you to life along the Lower Rio Negro. Meet a local 
Indigenous family from the Tucano and Dessana ethnic groups and learn about their 
efforts to preserve cultural knowledge, medicinal plants and handcrafted traditions. 

Back aboard, enjoy your first evening on the river as the Zaltana continues deeper into 
the Amazon. 

Day 2 & 3 – Deeper Into Anavilhanas 

Wildlife, waterways and the living forest 

Wake surrounded by the waterways of the Anavilhanas Archipelago, one of the world's 
largest river island systems. 

From here, continue towards the Cuieiras River, a quiet blackwater tributary where 
preserved forest and calm waterways create a deeper sense of immersion. 

Mornings begin with wildlife observation. Search the riverbanks and canopy for birds, 
primates and aquatic life, including the iconic pink river dolphin. 

Board an expedition canoe to enter narrow channels and flooded forests, moving 
quietly through water that mirrors the surrounding canopy. At other moments, step 
ashore with your naturalist guide and discover the forest on foot. 

Rather than simply identifying species, your guides help reveal the relationships 
between plants, wildlife, water and people that shape this ecosystem. 

For those interested, there may also be opportunities to discover traditional artisanal 
fishing techniques alongside local guides. 

After dark, the Amazon changes again. Optional night excursions reveal sounds, 
movement and nocturnal wildlife that often remain hidden during the day. 

Return to the Zaltana for dinner and a quiet evening beneath the Amazon sky. 

Day 4 – Life Along the Rio Negro 

People, knowledge and the river 

Today, the journey turns towards the people whose lives have long been shaped by 
the Rio Negro. 

 
 

Amazon Emotions - Rodovia Federal BR 174, Km 144 • Presidente Figueiredo, Am ​
Tel: +55 (92) 98484-0436 • info@amazonemotions.com • http://www.amazonemotions.com 



 

 

 

 

Spend time with riverside communities and learn about local traditions, knowledge and 
the relationship between people, river and forest. 

These encounters are intentionally unhurried. They offer space to listen, exchange 
and understand rather than simply observe. 

Wildlife remains part of the journey throughout the day. Back aboard, allow the river to 
set the pace — relax on deck, watch the changing landscape or simply enjoy having 
nowhere else to be. 

Day 5 – One Last Morning on the River 

Return to Manaus 

Wake for one final morning on the Rio Negro as the Zaltana begins her return 
navigation towards Manaus. 

Enjoy breakfast, watch the riverbanks and take advantage of the changing morning 
light for photography and observation. 

After lunch, arrive in Manaus and transfer to the airport or continue with your onward 
arrangements. 

You may leave the river behind. The Amazon rarely leaves you. 

NATURE SETS THE SCHEDULE 

The itinerary is carefully designed, but the Amazon is never predictable. 

Water levels, weather, wildlife activity and local conditions may influence the 
timing or order of individual experiences. Your expedition team uses this 
flexibility to make the most of what each day reveals. 

Wildlife moves freely. Nothing in the rainforest is staged — and that is precisely 
what makes every encounter meaningful. 

YOUR EXPEDITION INCLUDES 

●​ 5 days / 4 nights aboard the Zaltana 
●​ Accommodation in an air-conditioned private suite 
●​ Breakfast, lunch and dinner as indicated 

 
Amazon Emotions - Rodovia Federal BR 174, Km 144 • Presidente Figueiredo, Am ​

Tel: +55 (92) 98484-0436 • info@amazonemotions.com • http://www.amazonemotions.com 



 

 

 

 

●​ Selected beverages 
●​ Expert naturalist guides 
●​ Small-group excursions 
●​ Expedition canoe exploration 
●​ Shared transfers according to the confirmed itinerary 
●​ Wi-Fi in social areas 
●​ All activities described in the confirmed itinerary 

Your final travel documents will clearly specify all inclusions before departure. 

CHOOSE YOUR 2027 DEPARTURE 

Five departures. Only ten suites aboard. 

April 18–22, 2027​
May 30–June 3, 2027​
June 13–17, 2027​
July 18–22, 2027​
August 15–19, 2027 

READY TO EXPERIENCE THE RIO NEGRO? 

Five days can change the way you understand the Amazon. 

Tell us which departure interests you, who will be travelling and what draws you 
to the region. Our team will help you check availability and answer any 
questions before you decide. 

amazonemotions.com 

Prefer to speak with us directly?​
Email our travel team: info@amazonemotions.com 
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